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Martyn DaVId Smlth Lecturer in Japanese Studies, School of East Asian Studies, The University of Sheffield.

Mainichi Graph.

As a historian of modern and contemporary Japan, | have found that the Mainichi Graph offers an invaluable window onto the social, political,

economic, and cultural transformations of the 20th Century. The period of rapid economic growth from the 1950s to the 1970s, saw Japan

recover from defeat and occupation in 1945 to become one of the largest economies in the world. This was also the period of the rise of the
middle-classes, protests against the US-Japan security treaty, protests against the Vietnam War and the hosting of the first Olympics to be

held in Asia in Tokyo in 1964. The Mainichi Graph is an authoritative visual guide to these events, often featuring English commentary. For my

own work on the Japanese media and consumerism in the postwar period it has been extremely useful as a resource through which | can

reconstruct and better understand the transformation of the everyday lives of the Japanese people. It can be difficult to access historical news

media resources from outside Japan but, as a researcher working on Japan in the UK, online access to the database allows me to make use of

the Mainichi Graph easily and conveniently in my work. My current research looks at the history of sound recording and consumerism in Japan
and easy access to the Mainichi Graph is essential to this project. It is a useful and exciting resource for scholars working on Japan and East

Asia around the world, and digital access means it is now even more convenient.






